March 17, 2017
US Citizenship and Immigration Services
California Service Center

24000 Avila Road
Room 2313, 2nd Floor

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
RE: H-1B Petition of Columbia University on behalf of Mr. Remi Cousin
Dear Sir or Madam:
This letter is submitted in support of the petition of Columbia University to classify Remi Cousin, a native and citizen of France, as an H-1B nonimmigrant in the specialty occupation of Senior Staff Associate in the Department of International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI) on a temporary basis. The intended period of employment is three years beginning September 3, 2017 through????.

The Petitioner
Columbia University is a world-renowned center of research and education, with over 5,000 faculty and researchers, a supporting staff of over 8,000, and an enrollment of over 22,000 students. The International Research Institute for Climate and Society (http://irir.columbia.edu) is a department of the University and was established in 1996 through a cooperative agreement between Columbia University and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Office of Global Programs. The mission of the IRI is to enhance society’s capability to understand, anticipate and manage the impacts of seasonal climate fluctuations, in order to improve human welfare and the environment, especially in developing countries. This mission is conducted through strategic and applied research, education and capacity building, and provision of forecast and information products, with an emphasis on practical and verifiable utility and partnership. 
The Position Offered
Mr. Remi Cousin is being offered temporary employment in the position of Senior Staff Associate in association with Columbia's International Research Institute for Climate and Society. The IRI has a successful history of initiating and managing large, diverse national and multi-national research projects that have required the coordination and direction of multiple academic and government groups. These major research projects attempt to contribute to the production of the best operational climate prediction systems and develop applications for climate information and products that will be of immediate benefit to a broad U.S. and global user community. Priority research areas to achieve this goal include: identification of target user communities that could benefit from climate forecasts, establishment of systematic protocols to assess and communicate scientific uncertainties inherent in climate forecasts to diverse users of such forecasts. A Master’s Degree in Science or Engineering and four years of experience are required for this position.

The Beneficiary
Mr. Cousin received a Diplome d’Ingenieur from the exclusive l’Ecole Nationale Superieure des Mines de Nancy, France (equivalent to Master’s Degree in European higher education). This and his work experience since graduating, with NASA JPL, combined with his applied research engagement in real world problem solving across a range of climate sensitive sectors: food security, fisheries, disasters and infectious disease make him highly qualified for this position at the IRI. 
Mr. Cousin was selected for this position as a result of a competitive and extensive national search process. His work will contribute to further developments within the IRI Data Library to develop new, search, visualization and query functionalities and enable climate information, communication and dissemination to a variety of end users – by their nature projects such as this take many years to build and develop. Mr. Cousin will work in the development of specific online “Map Rooms” which provide end users with products they need to support sectoral decision making. This is a negotiated and iterative process which requires significant dialogue with the intended end users to determine what their climate and environmental information needs are, levels of uncertainty they may be willing to manage/or levels or accuracy they demand, what information may be readily available, what may need to be developed and at what cost. The IRI Date Library has to-date developed online Map Rooms specific to applications in the Health, Agriculture, Food Security, Water Resource Management and Tailored Climate Forecasts. Such developments have been advanced with partners including the World Bank, the International Federation of the Red Cross/Red Crescent, the World Health Organization, and the World Food Program. 
I sincerely hope that the above information establishes your satisfaction Mr. Cousin’s qualifications for the post offered and that, based on his professional accomplishments and his unique abilities, 

Terms of Employment
With respect to export controls, Columbia University has a compliance program in place that is designed to address compliance with applicable export control regulations, including the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR). Both the EAR and ITAR include provisions that exclude from export control licensing requirements information that results from or arises during fundamental research, provided that the results of such research ordinarily are published or shared broadly. The EAR and the ITAR also include numerous license exceptions and exemptions under which controlled technical data may be transferred to foreign nationals without specific licenses. For example, the ITAR includes an exemption for the release of controlled technical data to individuals who are full-time regular employees of universities. Similarly, the EAR includes a license exception that authorizes the release of controlled technology to nationals of certain foreign countries upon receipt of an executed written assurance. To the extent that Columbia University determines that the foreign national employee will need access to controlled technical data for which a specific export license is required, Columbia University will comply with all applicable laws and licensing requirements.
Mr. Remi Cousin’s services will be required for a period of ?????. 
I understand the temporary scope of Mr. Remi Cousin’s employment and have informed him of this condition. If Mr. Cousin is dismissed for any reason before the end of the period of authorized admission, we agree to pay the reasonable costs of return transportation for Mr. Cousin to the country of his last residence. We also agree to abide by the conditions of the Labor Condition Application.
Mr. Remi Cousin will be paid a salary of $79,769 per year, with expected annual increases to the base amount.
Yours Sincerely,
Dr. Lisa Goddard Director, International Research Institute for Climate and Society of Columbia University  

�What should I put here? The final date adding my total of claimed days on top of September 2nd? Or the maximum 240 days that Virginia mentioned?


�This sentence is not finished. Shall I do something here?


�Same question as first of my comments





