ENSO QUICK LOOK May 14, 2008 A monthly summary of the status of El Nifio, La

Nina and the Southern Oscillation, or "JENSO”

La Nina conditions continue to weaken in the equatorial Pacific. Below-average sea surface tempera-
tures (SSTs) still exist in the central equatorial Pacific, but they have been trending toward neutral since
February 2008. There is a 60 percent probability of attaining ENSO-neutral conditions over the coming
season.

Current ENSO Forecast Summary' IRI Probabilistic ENSO Forecast?
100
90
Forecast Period: Sep. 2008 - Nov. 2008 80 B i
70 [ Neutral
§ Il La Nifa
Probability of El Nifio s~ 1 z® I
ro ol
y low medium hlgh E 50 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’_‘ ’_‘ ’_‘ ’_‘ ’_‘ ’_‘ « Average Historical
© Probability for Neutral
0 50 1(")0 -g 40
i T [ ] =
PrObabI"ty Of La Nlna low medium high & 30 <« Average Historical
Probability for EI Nifio
20 and La Nifia
Probable Magnitude | (not applicable) | 10
of Event
MJJ JJA JAS ASO SON OND NDJ DJF JFM FMA
2008 Time Period 2009
Current Condition vs. Similar Conditions? Historical Sea Surface Temperature Index?
® — 71-72 37 ‘
— 74-75
2 99-00 )
=== Current
o ~
£ 1
5 '
T [}
£ o £,
P <
g8 | N LT g
" | =
_2 "
-3 I L L L L L L L L L L L L L
o Oct o Aer ol Oct yan Aerddl Oct o ~To62 1984 1986 1988 1990 19921_;3:; |1=’9:r‘-5i 01398 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008
Historically Speaking

El Nino and La Nina events tend to develop during the period Apr-Jun and they:

- Tend to reach their maximum strength during Dec-Feb

- Typically persist for 9-12 months, though occasionally persisting for up to 2 years
- Typically recur every 2 to 7 years

"Probability of an El Nifio refers to the likelihood of a sustained (that is, over several seasons) warming
across a broad region of the eastern and central tropical Pacific, not just along coastal South America.

2Based on sea surface temperature departures from the long-term average over the "NINO3.4” region
(120-170W, 5S-5N).



