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July 25, 2008

Name 

E-mail: 

Dear Name,

We are hosting a workshop on the ‘Role of Climate Science for Index Insurance’ on October 7, 2008 in Palisades, New York. The main purpose is to present the potential of different technologies and science to help overcome some of the challenges to scaling up index insurance. The IRI is convening experts from fields as diverse as reinsurance, climate science, economics and food security to participate, in an effort to gain insight on how innovative tools and research can best serve development, today. We will also invite the broader community to participate (limited to about 40-50 participants, total). The provisional agenda is attached for your information.
This workshop represents an important step in the production of a special issue of the Climate and Society Publication (CSP), focusing on index insurance. The CSP is developed through a collaborative and participatory process, ultimately aiming to capture knowledge and lessons learned from a range of experience and experts. In addition to this workshop, the WFP/IFAD are organizing a meeting with BASIX in the Fall which will bring together a range of practitioners to discuss the practical implementation challenges, opportunities and potential solutions for meeting the development challenge at scale.  Information on these initiatives and their outcomes will be made available on the CSP website (iri.columbia.edu/climateandsociety > issue number 2) .   
As ‘topic coordinator’ I have been asked to coordinate the preparation of a 2-3 page ‘topic paper’, as well as a presentation for the session on [your topic here].  I was hoping to bring you in as an [expert contributor, reviewer] – in addition to the topic paper being published on the website, Pertinent information from the topic papers will be used to inform the CSP and your contribution will be recognized. 

…. personalize
Sincerely,

Your Name






Your title
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